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Introduction
THE MET AND GETTY LIBRARIES
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Art Museum 
Libraries in the 
United States
ά!ƴ ŀƳǇƭȅ ŜƴŘƻǿŜŘΣ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ 
constructed art institution, free 
alike from bungling 
government officials and from 
the control of a single 
individual...; an institution 
which will command the 
confidence of judicious friends 
of art, and especially of those 
who have means to strengthen 
and increase its valueto the 
city and to the nation, is surely 
worth consideration in a club 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦέ
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Meeting at the Union League Club to discuss the founding of an art museum in New York, 1869



Thomas J. Watson Library: History
Å 1870: Metropolitan Museum incorporated 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ άƻŦ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎΧŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ and library ƻŦ ŀǊǘΧέ

Å 1901: Jacob Rogers fund ($5m) for art and 
books; collecting flourished
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Thomas J. Watson Library: History
Å 1910: library moved to its current location

Å Designed by McKim, Mead and White
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Thomas J. Watson Library: History
Å 1965: substantially enlarged and renamed 

the Thomas J. Watson Library
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